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Owr Story

A Mothery Point of View-

Harrison wos born February 20, 1996, iy parenty third
wedding anniversary. What better present than a healfivy,
beawtiful , baby boy? Everyone was in love withv Harrison. He
was the center of his porent’s universe.

Harrison way o very easy child and alwoays had a smile on
hiy face. He listened very well and spoke very early. He

seemed so- adyanced for his age. He way so- amazing.

He loved to- be read fo- every night before bed. Harrison fried
stelling before going to- bed and say, "Just two- more minuwtfes:”
Harrison loved going to- his cousing volleyball , basketball and
football games. He wowld actually sit and wetcth the game
before he wasy 2-years-old. Harrison loved playing make

believe withv his parentsc One of his favorites way for his
mommy or daddy fo- prefend fo- be Harrison and he wos the

momumy or daddy. He loved playing withe Hot Wheels, Barney,
Arfhvur, basketball and anything to- do- witihv boats or traidery

we fook welky fo- o park thaet over-
Looked the Musouwri River. He
cowdd sit for howry and wafchv
booty passy by on Hhe River.
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He wouwld sit there so- straight only fo- look away for o
train that would passy by behind us
Thet park thet looks over the Musourt River would be the
place wirere he would lose his Life. | brought Harrison and.
owr three nieces to- Harrisow'y favoriute perk to- wedtiv boaty
bowty on the Musowrt Rver. We thought
Hhis night would be no- different from the
hundreds of tmes before when we went fo-
wafth the boats We were sitting on o park :
bench and heard o lowd: crash behind ws Q\ A
| turned., sereamed for my nieces for run
and lunged for Harrison. There wasw't
encugh tume. The van grazed two of my
nieces but hit Harrison and myself head
on. Ay my arms strefehed owt to- grab Harrison, | saw only
the grll of the van. | lost consciovsness oy the van drung me
doww a rock embankment: The ven stopped when UF strueck o
voluntfeer fire department boot preventing the ven from
plunging info- the swiff MUsouwrt River. Moments later, sur-
rounded by blood, | regained conseiousness and saw my leg
tangled in Hhe tire. At that moment my Life changed forever.
People frantically ran to- help me. | prayed that somehow
Harrison and my nieces escoped injury. | asked abowt Horri-
son but way only told he way being taken care of. | knew-|
had to- remain calm. | fold the firemen how fo- contact my
hwsband, sister and brotiver-iun—-law:
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From beneativ the van, | connted the
number of ambulances and. Listened for o
helicopter. When | heard the helicopter, |
knew the sutuation wes eritiecal. | wos
very cold from the losy of blood and had
Adifficudty breathing. The firemen hur-
rieddy thought of wayy to- free my leg and
decided to- use airbags to- roise the von. It
was o horrifying experience but the worst
poin wosy v not knowing the fate of my sow. | repeatedly
asked abowt Harrison but received only vagque answers: After
45 minwtes they freed my leg and fransported me by ARCH
helicopter to- a hospital un St Lowis | way fold Harrison wes
transported to- the hospital in Washington. | sill had hope.
Upon arriving ot the hospital | continued to- ask abouwt Har-
rison. A chaplain told me Harrison was floww fo- Cardinel
Glennon and: my hawshband wes on his way to- be wibiv him. |
finally let go- and cried. | knew in my heart that f Harrison
way floww to- Cardinal Glennon his Life was in danger. | Lost
o Lot of blood. from the multiple cuds: Severe burny seared my
rushed leg. My arme was broken un senveral places. My doctor
later told me | looked like Humpty Dumpty and he didn’t
know where fo- stort to- put me back fogethver again. Affer
surgery | asked wmy huwsband abowt Harrison. He cried and.
cowldwlt tell me what happened.
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He kept shoking his head no: My mother had fo- fell me
Harrison died. No- one told me earlier for fear | wouldnw't
fight through surgery. | kept fading un and owt, reliving the
nightmarish horror.

Tweo days later, | begged. Hhe dottors to- Let me go- to-
Horrisowy funerel but o was umpossible. | wantfed fo- tell
hime how much | Loved hism, how much joy he gave me and
hold him one last tume. | wanted to- fell i how sorry | was
for not protecting hisw from thet van. Ay a mother | always
tried to- protect Harrisow from dangerous situations: Being hit
by a van in the middie of the park never entfered my mind,
Slowly the shocking detaily unfolded. Two children (ages 2
and 3) were Left unattended inside o yvan thet was running
while their parents stood. behind the van falking fo- relatives
One of the children playing behind the wheel shiffed the
ven unfo gear. The dle on the van, set higher thaen normal,
covsed the van fo- jump o curb stop and race through the

Weeks before Harrusonw's deoativ a- Local store
owner had worned that mother not fo- leave
her toddlers unattended in o running von.
She disregarded Hhe adyice and now we suffer
the consequences.






